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Following Personal for Secretary of State from Prime 

Minister. 

Begins* 

I have seen your message in Bangkok Telegram No. 225 
to Foreign Office repeated Track No. 32 to the West Indies. 

As regards your paragraph 1. You will have seen the record of 
the discussion I had with President Kennedy in Track No. 5 to 
Bangkok. This shows that one of the plans to he considered is 
SEATO plan 5/61. There can he no objection to 8EAT0 planning 
provided that it is objective and related to the political 
purposes to he achieved. 

At the same time it was my understanding that a 
limited plan on the lines of ’ SEATO plan 5/61 should he worked 
out in Bangkok between Admiral Felt and. General Hull and must he 
kept seoret. This ./ understanding is confirmed by the conversa- 

tion the President had with Harold Cacoia in the aeroplane 
returning from Key west referred to in Washington telegram to 
Foreign Office No. 776 repeated Bangkok Personal No. 8. The 
President has suggested that the secret planning between the 
United States and the United Kingdom should he carried out 
discreetly in Washington rather than between General Hull and 
Admiral Felt where it might he dif f ioult . f or them or their 
responsible officers to engage in’ a series of meetings without 
arousing fears amongst our SEATO allies of some British/American 
Plot. As I have said in my Track No. 10 I do not think that 
proposed planning in Washington should stand in the way of talks 
between General Hull and Admiral Felt. The President may not 
have reported his conversation with our Ambassador to his 
Secretary of State. 
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As regards your paragraph 2 I, of course, see the 
dangers you refer to of a limited intervention hut I am quite 
sure we ought not to he dragged into an extension of the 
limited campaign or we shall get sucked into an enterprise 
which will deeply affect us financially as well as militarily. 
This, of course, is an argument which will have to he taken 
into account if and when a final decision is taken. 


(Copies sent to Foreign Office for transmission to 

Bangkok and Washington) 








